EPILOGUE                                           igi
is here .more the civil than the criminal side of the law that is
in need of reform.
On the other hand, the question arises whether it might not
be desirable to invoke the protection of the criminal law to
enforce respect for the dignity of the human personality against
attacks made not in the interest of bona fide criticism or of
scientific research but as an expression of unjustifiable prejudices
and fear of competition. In view of recent occurrences such as
the Constantine case and similar manifestations of colour pre-
judice l it may be not altogether inappropriate to examine the
advisability of making any manifestation of this kind a criminal
offence. This has been done, apparently with outstanding
success, in the Soviet Union. " Since 1928, the Soviet Govern-
ment has rigorously enforced the laws making the slightest
demonstrations of race prejudice criminal offences ... no
offence was likely to be punished more swiftly35.2 It is, not
least of all, this attitude of the law that seems to have led to the
disappearance of any form of colour bar and similar discrimina-
tions, thus securing that happy co-operation between the many
races represented in the U.S.S.R. which has so greatly contributed
to the success of the present regime.3 To find a suitable formula
for a penal statute of this kind will, of course, be no easy task.
Summary of Principal Recommendations made in Part I
Section One: i. Suicide (Chapter i B) : Suicide should not be
treated as an offence. Other persons who have participated in the
act of suicide or attempted suicide, or who have committed homicide
at the serious request of the killed person should not be indiscriminately
treated as guilty of murder. The same applies to partners in death-
pacts.
2.  Euthanasia (Chapter i C) should, with suitable safeguards, be
made lawful.
3.  Murder and Manslaughter (Chapter i and Appendix) : Different
degrees of murder should be recognized by the law, and intentional
manslaughter should be clearly distinguished from killing by negli-
gence.
4.  Sterilization (Chapter 2 B) should be permitted on a voluntary
basis and for narrowly defined categories of cases, as suggested in
the " Report on Sterilization35, 1934.
1 See the reports in The Times of June 20, 22 and 29, 1944, Aug. 2 and 10, 1944,
and the debate in the House of Commons, Sept. 23, 1943.
2 Littlepage and Bess, In Search of Soviet Gold, p. 237.
3 See also the discussion of the problem in Leonard Barnes, Soviet Light on the
Colonies (Penguin Special, 1944) Chapter VII, and the excellent analysis by K. L.
Little, " The Psychological Background of White-Coloured Contacts in Britain ",
Sociological Review (Jan.-April 1943).